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enemy shall we thereby surrender?" It is a question of balance, between offence and defence. As Jefferson said, when threatened with a failure of negotiations, " We shall have to begin the irrational process of trying which can do the other most harm." As a summary of war, the sentence is a caricature; but it incidentally embodies Farragut's aphorism, " The best defence is a rapid fire from our own guns." For the success of war, offence is better than defence; and in contemplating this or any other military measure, let there be dismissed at once, as preposterous, the hope that war can be carried on without some one or something being hurt; that the accounts should show credit only and no debit.
For the community of states a broader view should be taken, from the standpoint that whatever tends to make war more effective tends to shorten it and to prevent it. Neutrals have always been inconvenienced by war, but in the intricate network of modern commerce' the injury is more widespread. It is more than ever desirable to prevent an outbreak; and should one occur it would be sound policy for neutrals coldly to refuse to aid either party.
In past days, while reading pretty extensively